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FCC Chairman Ajit Pai’s favorite TV show, revealed
By Juliet Eilperin, May 8, 2018

Ajit Pai, the Federal Communications Commission chairman, is 
used to being under fire. But on Monday night, Pai, who has come 
under intense scrutiny for his approach to hot-button issues such 

as net neutrality, got a momentary reprieve from the headlines courtesy 
of his wife, Janine van Lancker.

While introducing her husband at the Institute for Education’s salon at 
the French ambassador’s residence, Van Lancker highlighted attributes 
that rarely make it into the news media’s coverage of Pai, assuring the 
crowd of diplomats, technologists and journalists that she was “here to 
tell you the good stuff,” including his favorite pastimes.

“His favorite guilty pleasure is watching ‘Judge Judy.’ Yes, you’ve heard 
it right,” she declared, adding that Pai, who has worked as a lawyer for 
the Justice Department, the Senate Judiciary Committee and Verizon 
Communications, went with his mother to Los Angeles to meet with the 
TV court show celebrity and her bailiff. “That absolutely made his year. 
As he likes to say, he got to visit the highest court in the land.”

Pai acknowledged his penchant for watching “Judge Judy,” saying of 
Van Lancker’s lighthearted introduction that “there are few things more 
dangerous than being introduced by someone who knows you.”

The FCC chairman proved as funny as his wife, landing a few zingers 
during an after-dinner Q&A session. Asked about the proposed merger 
between cellphone service providers Sprint and T-Mobile, he demurred 
from opining on what the FCC planned to do and noted that commission 
members were slated to meet with officials from the companies soon. 

When a Washington Post reporter offered to attend the meeting in 
person, Pai quipped, “Right, because merger review dies in darkness,” 
riffing on the newspaper’s slogan, “Democracy dies in darkness.” As the 
crowd burst out laughing, Pai quickly clarified that the session would be 
closed to the news media.

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai and his wife, Janine van Lancker, at the French ambassador’s 
residence on May 7. (Kevin Allen Photo)
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Nika Nour 
The ESA

Steven Olikara 
Founder and President,  
Millennial Action Project

Maurice Owens 
Head of the DC Office,  
The Libra Group

Rob Pegoraro 
Contributing Editor, Yahoo Finance

Nathalia Penton 
Tech in Gov Deputy Director, 
Institute for Education

Raluca Popa 
News Correspondent,  
Magna News

Helen Popp 
Digital policy counsellor,  
Embassy of Estonia

Tatiana M Posada 
Sr. Manager, Product Marketing - 
Developers, Amazon Web Services
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Sokwoo Rhee 
Associate Director,  
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Marci Robinson 
Chair, Board of Stewards,  
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Josh Rogin 
Columnist, Washington Post

John Santucci 
Senior Editorial Producer,  
ABC News

Oliver Schwab 
Chief of Staff,  
U.S. House of Representatives

Nick Seaver 
Vice President,  
Science & Education, Burness 
IFE Fellow, Institute for Education
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Lead Scientist, FDA

Vanessa Sinders 
SVP, Congressional/Admin Affairs, 
Charter Communcations

Sonny Sinha 
Principal, Sinha Associates LLC

Zachary Smith 
Senior Consultant, Ernst & Young

Emily Tavoulareas 
New America
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Senior Producer, ABC News
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Reporter, ABC News
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Director, Glacier

Jim Valentine  
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Policy Analyst, RAND Corporation

USC Viterbi Robotics Day
from www.instituteforeducation.org, Posted on April 16, 2018

On Wednesday, April 11th, IFE Founder and CEO Coach Kemper joined 
a distinguished and diverse panel as part of University of Southern 
California Viterbi’s Robotics Day. The Robotics Day offers students 

the opportunity to attend labs, panels, and demos that engage them and 
expose them to the wide range of possibilities made available through CS 
education. 

Hundreds of students from kindergarten through 12th grade descended 
upon USC for a day of fun, experimenting, and learning. Importantly, the 
Robotics Day garnered attendance from a nearly equal number of boys and 
girls, and included heavy representation of underserved communities. This is 
critical given the important opportunities CS access offers and will continue 
to offer to the coming generation.

Coach Kemper’s panel on Emerging Tech attracted 500 attendees and she 
was joined by field leaders from law, technology, and the public sector. The 
panel moderator, Jasson Crockett, serves as Manager of Economic Policy for 
L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti. Panel speakers included Video Game Director Jon 
Burton, CMO of VNTANA Natascha French, and Ellisen Turner, Managing 
Partner at Irell & Manella LLP.

The panel discussion began with each speaker providing a short overview 
of their career trajectory and how CS played an integral role in their 
development, growth, or current work. Coach Kemper noted that the 
well-paying jobs of today and tomorrow are largely in CS from start-ups to 
coding to using data effectively at a Fortune 500 company. With this in mind, 
the panel encouraged attendees to apply to the Institute for Education’s 
summer coding camp. IFE/USC has offered free CS education to students of 
all backgrounds for the past 3 years, educating over 1,500 students!

The lively audience engaged the panel in questions of all kinds. One student 
asked “how do you keep an idea as your own, once you have it?” Mr. Turner 
explained the most important first step is to write the idea down with as 
many details as possible so there is a written record. Another question 
involved gender-bias in the tech industry, which the two women on the 

panel addressed from experience. As a woman in tech, Ms. French offered 
the young girls in the audience advice to seek out a mentor who can grow 
them and advocate for them in the space. As a lifelong Coach and a tech 
advocate, Kemper reminded the audience that girls can do anything boys 
can, but noted the reality that sometimes women just have to work a little 
harder than everyone else, “keep working hard and you’ll get acknowledged, 
and if you aren’t, then you need to be your own best advocate – SPEAK UP!” 
The worst anyone can ever say is “no” – Kemper remarked. 

The students left the panel excited to pursue opportunities in CS – a critical 
aspect of the Robotics Day. For many attendees, the day opened their eyes 
to all the possibilities available to them if they work and study hard enough 
to pursue CS training and education. An inspiring field trip all around. 

For more information on CS@SC visit https://summerprograms.usc.edu/
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