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Dr. R. David Edelman holds joint appointments at MIT’s Computer Science &
Artificial Intelligence Lab (CSAIL) and Center for International Studies (CIS);
teaches in the department of Electrical Engineering & Computer Science; and
leads research on the governance of artificial intelligence, the globalization of
technology, and the national security dimensions of computing.
Prior to MIT, Edelman spent a decade as one of the government’s pioneering
officials at the intersection of technology, national security, and economic affairs.
Through roles as a State Department diplomat and negotiator at the United
Nations, Director for International Cyber Policy on the White House National
Security Council, and Special Assistant to the President for Economic &
Technology Policy, he shaped many of the U.S. government’s foundational policies
on issues as ranging from international cybersecurity to 5G, artificial intelligence
to data privacy. He was also the chief architect of ConnectED, the Obama
Administration’s largest digital divide program, which delivered personalized
learning capabilities to 30M+ American K-12 students and raised broadband
access rates in public school districts from 33% to 99%.
His insights and analysis have appeared in print in the New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, Washington Post, Reuters, WIRED, Fast Company, and Fortune, and in
broadcast on CNN, Bloomberg, CNBC, MSNBC, and NPR. 
Dr. Edelman holds a B.A. from Yale, and a Master’s and Doctorate in from Oxford
University, where he was a Clarendon Scholar. His latest book, Rethinking Cyber
Warfare, will be released by Oxford University Press later this year. 
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